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Of Mice and Men

Reading and Study Guide Chapter 1

Answer the following questions on your own paper.

I.  Defining and discussing literary terms:

1. Define “allusion.”

2. What literary work does the title Of Mice and Men refer to?  

3. Why did Steinbeck reference that work?

4. Define “genre.”

5. In terms of genre, how could Of Mice and Men be classified?

6. Define “setting.”

7. What is the setting of Of Mice and Men?

8. Define “point of view.”

9. From what point of view is the story told?

II.  Reading Questions:

1. Where do George and Lennie spend the first night?

2. Steinbeck uses several animal images to describe Lennie.  Cite two examples and explain their effect on Lennie’s characterization.  What does Steinbeck imply about Lennie by using these descriptions?

3. How is George described?  What does Steinbeck imply about George’s character?

4. When George and Lennie reach a clearing, George gives Lennie instructions about the water.  What purpose does this scene serve?  What do we learn about Lennie and what do we learn about George?

5. What does Lennie take out of his pocket that gets him yelled at by George?  What does this reveal about his character?

6. Why did George and Lennie leave the ranch in Weed?

7. George states, “God, you’re a lot of trouble.  I could get along so easy and so nice if I didn’t have you  on my tail.  I could live so easy and maybe have a girl,” (7).  Explain how George feels toward Lennie.  Why does George stay with Lennie?

8. What dream do George and Lennie share?

9. When Lennie offers to run away and leave George alone, why doesn’t George take him up on this offer?

Chapter 2

I.  Defining and discussing literary terms:

1. Dialect

2. Novella

3. Irony

4. What is an example of something ironic from this chapter?

II.  Reading Questions:

1. Steinbeck begins this chapter with a description of the setting.  What does this tell us about the conditions of George and Lennie’s life?

2. What does George find in the box by his bed and what does he assume?

3. What is Lennie’s last name?  Why is this ironic?

4. What reason does George give for taking care of Lennie?

5. Who is Crooks?  What element does his character introduce to the story?

6. Why does Curley’s wife have no name?  Why is this significant?  What does this reflect about the way women were viewed during the Depression?

7.  What did Slim do to four of his pups?  Why?  
Chapter 3 Study Guide

I.  LITERARY TERMS: Define each term and provide an example from the novel:
1. Theme 

2. imagery

3. onomatopoeia

4. foreshadow

5. Conflict

6.   List 2 examples of internal conflict from the book

7.  List 2 examples of external conflict from the book

II.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions on your own paper.

1.  What does the reader learn about the relationship between George and Lennie as George talks to Slim?  
2.  What is the story behind why Lennie and George travel together?  What did George do once that made him stop playing jokes on Lennie?  
3.  Why does Carlson want to shoot Candy’s dog? What role does Candy and his dog play in the novel at this point?  
4.  Why do Lennie and George continue to talk about their dream? Who else is interested and wants to share this dream and why?  
5.  Describe the conflict that occurs at the end of the chapter. Why might Steinbeck have chosen to end the chapter this way?

6.  How does Steinbeck maintain the integrity of Lennie’s character (the childlike innocence) after he violently injures Curley?

7.  Why will Curley keep quiet about what Lennie did to him and not try to get George and Lennie fired? How does this reflect on Curley’s character?

Chapter 4

I.  LITERARY TERMS: Define each term and provide an example of each.
1. verbal irony

2. symbolism
II.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions on your own paper.

1.  Explain the function of Steinbeck’s not giving Curley’s wife a name.  
2.  How does Crooks react to Lennie when he comes to visit? What motif does this address?
3.  How is Crook’s loneliness different from the other characters on the ranch? 

4.  Why does Lennie get upset with Crooks? Why does Steinbeck include this interchange between Lennie and Crooks?  
5.  What explanation does Crooks give for upsetting Lennie?  

6.  What is Crook’s opinion of George and Lennie desire to get land?  
7.  What is Candy’s response to this dream? 
8.  When Curley’s wife comes to Crooks’ door, how is her initial response to the men parallel (or similar to) the way in which Crooks initially responds to Lennie?

9.  When Curley’s wife is asked to leave Crooks’ room, she begins to threaten Crooks. Provide examples from the imagery that indicate Crooks feels defeated.
10. How is the theme of loneliness developed in this chapter?  Think about the characters Lennie, Crooks, Candy, and Curley’s wife. 

Chapters 5 & 6  Study Guide

I. LITERARY TERMS: Define the term and provide an example for each.
1. protagonist

2. Who is/are the protagonist(s)?

3. personification

II.  QUESTIONS: answer the following questions on your own paper.  

Chapter 5 

1.  Despite the descriptive setting of the barn and the quiet Sunday afternoon, Chapter 5 begins with an accident. Explain what happened and why Lennie is so worried. What are the larger implications that Steinbeck wants the reader to consider?
2.  Throughout the book, the reader learns about Lennie and George’s dream. What does the reader learn about Curley’s wife’s dream? How does her dream influence her life?

3.  Why does Curley’s wife fail to recognize the danger in Lennie’s behavior? Why does Steinbeck portray her as almost sympathetic and comforting to Lennie? 
4.  What evidence in the novel has suggested that something tragic was going to happen to Curley’s wife?  

5.  Compare George’s and Candy’s responses to finding the body. How is George’s response surprising given what the reader knows about his relationship with Lennie? 
Chapter 6
1.  In the first paragraphs of this chapter, Steinbeck uses an image of nature to comment on the action at the ranch. Describe the image and explain its connection to the themes in the novel.  

2.  How does the reader know that Lennie does not realize that he has done something wrong?  
3.  How is the fact that George tells Lennie the story of the farm significant?
4.  How does George’s responsibility in killing Lennie parallel the situation between Candy and his dog?  
5.  Who ultimately understands what happened between Lennie and George? Why are the other men unable to understand?  
